[Postoperative peritonitis].
About 50% of relaparotomies in the early postoperative period are caused by peritonitis, the lethality ranges from 32 to 88% (average 56%). The most frequent reasons for the development of peritonitis following abdominal surgery are presented as well as the possible way to early diagnosis of this complication. In view of the poor prognosis an aggressive proceeding in therapy is necessary: referring to the results published since Starlinger (1954) the importance of an early decision for relaparotomy in order to raise the survival rate is pointed out.